TRANSFORM BORDERS INTO MITERED CORNERS! ... 


The secret 
to splitting 


designs! ,.. 





THE ONLY THING LIMITED ABOUT THE 
BERNINA 880 STERLING EDITION 


IS ITS AVAILABILITY. 





WITH OVER $2600 IN EXTRAS, IT’S GOING FAST. 
* Special accessory and software coupons included 
* ‘Its a Sterling Life’ embroidery kit 
* Invitation to an exclusive 3-day Sterling Retreat at the 
BERNINA Creative Center with Sarah Vedeler* 


So hurry in before the bling is a thing of the past! 
Visit bernina.com for a store near you. 


\ 






BERNINA 


nade to create BERNINA 


*One BERNINA 880 Steting Eton ( 880 S Package avaiable to etal purchase of aB 880 SE sewing machine. One BERNINA 880 Staring Eton Package icudes:One(1) Sa Stering Life embriday kt, 
MSRP $999; One (}) inutaion oan exchsive 3-day Sterng Retest tthe BERIENA Creative Cente, Aurora + ches not induded, MSRP $309; One (1) ramen sve plat for engzaving, MSRP $40 and So 
(6 specalaccesory ad software coupos totaling $1,335 in potent savings. Total BERNA 880 String Eton package vale $2,624, Ofer cannot be arsed ceded for cash, Cannot be replaced 
with any ether oft Not valid on previous purchases. es are not includ inthe ctl purchase calcio. ifr avaliable at paring BERNE Stores ory, Sujet to vals, Avaable while supp last. 
**Cne BERNINA 880 Stering Eton Is 2 Steting Lf embroider tines the folowing ems: One (1) USB Sick wth the tS. aStering Life cn Bartle Square" modular qui and embroidery 

design collection created for BERNINA by Sarah Vedeler, One (1) PantWrt: Toa: One (1) Cut Tot One (1) CystlWor To, One) Needle Punch Too; One (1) Nese late for Punch Too; One (1) 
Commemorative Hold Orrament. atl MSRP $999, 

++One BERNINA 880 String Eton intaton to an excusve 3-day Stang Retest tthe BERNINA Creative Center, uora, inches the tation oly. The Storing Retest registvation feof $199 plus ravel 
and hotel accommodations are the esponsbity ofthe BERNINA BBO Steng Eton Purchaser. The tering Retest savalable on select dates oly and subject o avalablty. Registration required 














Diveeunt Embroidery Planks is the perfect fit 


Timeless to trendy! Transform the blank and bland to beautiful 
and elegant or to fun and fancy with creative, fine quality blanks 
at amazingly competitive prices, 





You'll love our wide selection, quick shipping, and 


knowledgeable, personalized customer service. 
Embroidery Blanks 
— “4 www.DiscountEmbroideryBlanks.com 


; Toll Free 1-866-210-0072 


mo 


In This Issue 


‘Clothing 


Embroidered Bias Skirt 
One design can turn heads! 
Learn the trick to this show- 


stopper. 


Monogrammed Boot 
Socks 

From sleeve to sock, Marie 
Zinno repurposes a sweater 


¥ 


Stitch-Out Strategy 
Put those test stitch-outs to 
good use. 





Wildflowers 
Learn the secrets to 
symmetrical embroidery! 











‘Crafts 


Small Canvases 

for Learning 

Pint-size fashions teach fun 
software techniques! 


Baby Stipple! Ruffled 
Pillow Cover 


Henna Table Runner 
Tricky embroidered mitered 
corners simplified with 


software. 











Home Décor 





$2 
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Jumbo Monograms 


You won't believe it's actually 
° 30 
vo designs! Simple steps to 





flavolessly split jumbo designs. 





Springtime Place Mats 
Rufftes, built-in designs and 
flawless quilting make these 
place mats special and unique! 


36 





Fun with Applique for 
Valentine's Day! 

A look at applique basies 

and beyond, See what artist 72 





Katherine Artines is up to 
now. 





‘Disney is in Our BINY.S 






eer Fi ery ‘cor 


eso 





ow 


NEw * : 
9015 Introducing THE Dream Machine” Innov-s XV8500D, 
Cour most powerful, technologically advanced machine 


Only Brother Offers Built-in Disney Embroidery Designs, 
plus, Disney Downloads from iBroidery.com 


Love Disney and Disney-Pixar? Then you'll love our line of Disney sewing, embroidery and quilting 
machines. Only Brother has the magic of Disney embroidery designs built right in. Plus, exclusive 
access to a constant parade of Disney and Disney-Pixar embroidery designs through iBroidery.com 
Download Center. 


For more information, call 1.800.4.A.,BROTHER 
or visit www.BrotherSews.com 
at your side BB OG / crothersews 


£2014 Brother Iterations Corporation Allright esarved, Bother industries, Lid Nagoya, Japan. Disney. Disney Psa. 
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Winer kes ms 
SOFTWARE different? 


THE INSPIRATION SERIES SOFTWARE 
IS ABOUT YOU AND ADVANCING YOUR 
SKILLS AS A MACHINE EMBROIDERER. 


STAY CONNECTED 


Find familiar features and a whole 
lot more packed into each 
stand-alone Inspiration Software 
program. Plus free updates with 
additional features and 
embroidery designs! 


Pure Inspiration! Monthly Webinars 


Software classes through local dealers 
Free Monthly Projects 


©» ©) 


| www.inspiredbydime.com 











P) 





ovRFQE 
MEGS 


A FAMILIAR FACE 


ere YOU CAN STAY CONNECTED 
YOUR DEALER, EDUCATORS 
END THE EMBROIDERY INDUSTRY'S 


LEADING EXPERT. 


EILEEN ROCHE. 
TO IMPROVE YOUR 


SOFTWARE 
SKILLS USING THE 


INSPIRATION SERIES SOFTWARE! 





Between Friends 





besgns ie Ee fi (lt 


Sometimes we need a gentle reminder from the experts to improve our embroidery 
skills. Nancy Zieman encourages all embroiderers to take the time to test designs 

and reap the benefits. Taking this step lets you see and feel the design on the actual 
fabric. Quickly, you can determine what colors look pleasing, what stabilizer offers 
the best support and what happens to the hand of the fabric. Nancy’s not alone in this 
thought, as our resident expert, Deborah Jones, shares this belief. In fact, she divulges 
critical information on how to diagnose specific problems. As usual, Deborah relies 
on common sense to break down what seem like complex issues. You'll gain more 
confidence by following these experts’ advice. 


As your confidence grows, stretch your skills with Christy Burcham’s trendy 
symmetrical embroidery - on a tailored shirt! Don’t let those curvy seams stop you in 
your tracks; Christy shares the tips on successfully handling feminine ready-to-wear 
fashions and nailing placement, not once, but twice! 


After tackling a tailored shirt, how about stitching up 
a swingy skirt? Marie Zinno sprinkles a simple design 
across a wide yoke and pairs it with a flirty bias skirt. 


Easy embroidery designed to make you look like an Sometimes we need a 
embroidery pro! Marie is all about the easy embroidery z i 
in this issue as she also shares monogrammed boot gentle reminder from 


socks ~ all the rage on Pinterest! Just do a quick search 

and you'll find hundreds ofexamples, But no need to go /7E EXPEFTS. 
shopping ~ you probably have everything you need in 

your home ~ an old sweater, an embroidery machine and 

a little bit of trim! 


One of our favorite contributors is back discussing the basics of applique and more. 
Katherine Artines can never leave an applique plain, oh no, she adds her special magic 
to every design. Turn to page 72 to see how she elevates her applique. 


And one of our very own, Managing Editor Denise Holguin, has been dabbling in 
applique. She has been bitten by the applique bug and has stitched several; okay dozens, 
of pint-sized fashions. That kind of repetition led to tons of experimentation with 
bling, tiny monograms, lace trims and well, turn to page 58 to see what she’s learned. 
You'll find more on my blog in the coming weeks! 


I challenge you to try the techniques in this issue and see just how much you can 
improve your embroidery skills! 


Happy Stitching 


Sitios. taede. 
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fy Embrilliamce tenes noize toor- 
Embroidery For the Rest Of Us! 
StitchArtist™ 


Creating Designs just got easier 

(and a whole lot less expensive!) 
This is a breakthrough in simplicity. You have to try it to understand 
how easy it is to draw with stitches. Applique, redwork, cross stitch, 
freestanding lace, satins, fills and more for $169! Feeling inspired? 









That’s just level 1. Ready for more? 


= Sakae 
ye =e Level 2 


oe en eee | See ee 
(eee wey 
46 Yes, we know other software costs thousands. How do we do it? 
We sell a lot more. Our little team is driven to provide high quality 


and still make it affordable to everyone. 
is a satble fora aid kwon Level 2 adds multiple satin inputs, curved fills which you control, 
motifs with explosive effects, feathering, gradients, contour satin styles, 

echo quilting, candlewicks, french knots, freestanding underlay (richlieu bars) and more! 
Essential Tools Embrilliance Essentials 

for Every Embroiderer! Create stunning compositions! 


* Merge designs, Remove overlaps 

+ Re-Size, recalculate 

* Change threads 

+ Edit sections 

+ Convert formats 

+ Browse, even in .ZIPs 

* Letter, 12 built-in fonts 

* Multi-line,Circle text 

+ Monograms, with layouts o® fore 
x 


+ Built-in designs 
9 Essentials is so EASY - do more sewing £ bis 
cosy 


* Project Advisor 
+ Split for Multi-Position Hoops (peru etic the cae) 


+ Sew Simulator, Printing and More! 
Visit our facebook page and see why we are the best ‘liked’ embroidery software in the world, 




















ts! = 











“Satisfaction Guaranteed! Mac and Windows versions 
You sant in how you lived without are included iasathucace! 
tan Catlee a — eats 
“ __ =" —__ www.Embrilliance.com 
Made in Brian's workshop at BriTon Leap t Ma Cc 











What's New In Desions 





Teatime Magic (UT8899) 
Urban Threads 





Mola Motifs 
Amazing Designs 


®& 


s e 
Ske, anes 


SUH ~ 


Shadow Baby Deer 
Applique for Kids 
ww appliquetorkids.com 





Box Valentines Applique 
Bunnycup Embroidery 
www.bunnycup.com 


igs «Kisses 
Sy Le Pucker 
92 Bu 
KAPLOVE YOU 
@ Sweet! om tee 
easier Me ROVER 
myevalentine 


Desserts, Treats, and Chocolates (CD# D1 1800) 


Sudberry House 
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10 stviking thvead colovs 
0 thread changes 
1,400 stitches per minute 
v0) personalized 
team uniforms 


1 hobby evolving into 


a profita eo caver 


ivy 









With roots in the industrial world the BERNINA E 16, multi-needle embroidery machine 
offers you the fulfillment of the dream of faster, more professional and larger embroidery 
than ever before. From its 16 needles, speed of 1,400 stitches per minute, unique 
tensioning system and the smallest cylindrical arm in the industry, the BERNINA E 16 is the 
perfect partner for home, studio or commercial use. 


comin madety create DIET NIN 





_ bernina.com/multineedle 





What's New In Designs 





Boy Meets Girl #21019 A-B-C Zoo Sewing With Nancy Embroidery 
BERNINA Exclusive Embroidery Collection Design Collection 
wnw.bernina.com ‘Amazing Designs 


www.amazingdesigns.com 





Perennial 3 XL Monogram Set ; 
Embroidery Arts Sally King’s New Shoes! 
wwwembroideryarts.com BFC Creations 
veww.bfe-creations.com 





Owl with Flourish (K4614) 


Embroidery Library Love Long Remembered 


wanw.emblibran.com Kreations by Kara 
wnw.kreationsbykara.com 
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STITCH STORY NO426 
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Home Sweet Shoebox 





Siu 





By Nancy Zieman 


There is something to be 
said for testing embroidery — 
‘on the actual project 

fabric. At first it may seem 

a waste of fabric and you 

are left with odd pieces of 
embroidery. But, you can 
learn and do a lot with 
“real’’ stitch-outs. Read on 
for my Stitch-Out Strategy. 





Embroidery Products 

Amazing Designs* Place and Stitch™ Embroidery 
2.0-Clothing by Sewing with Nancy* 

Optional: Amazing Designs" Edit Xpress™ Software 

Optional: Amazing Designs® Monogram-It! Software 


Supplies 

Crossroads Denim required for project + % yard 
extra for stitch-outs (moss and mustard seed) 

Awesome Creative Jacket pattern 

Trace ‘n Create Templates-E-Tablet & Paper Tablet 
Keeper 

Machine embroidery and sewing needles 

Hydro-stick™ Tear-away Stabilizer 

Spray starch or Best Press™ Starch Alternative 

Curved embroidery scissors 


Threads 

Madeira Rayon Threads (We tested: 1035, 1106, 
1128, 1144, 1145, 1174, 1181, 1221, 1306, 1341, 1357, 
1358,1379, and 1394.) 

Prewound bobbins 

Matching all-purpose thread 


Allof the embroidery products, supplies, and threads for featured 
projects are available at Nancy's Notions* 
‘wiv, aneysnotions.com 





T had two pieces of denim, both beautiful colors, just 
waiting to become something special. I also had a 
lovely embroidery design I wanted to try. But which 
fabric and what thread colors to use? 

After checking the jacket pattern I planned to use, 

I found I had almost a ‘4 yard extra of each denim 
fabric. The solution to my quandary was to create 
stitch-outs on the actual fabric. It worked out 
perfectly! 


Here are a few benefits you'll discover with test 
stitching on the actual fabric for your project: 


+ You will see how the thread colors look on the 
fabric. 


+ You are able to test various stabilizers 
appropriate for the fabric and select the best 
choice. 


+ You can feel how the design embroiders on the 
fabric. Does the design drape with the fabric 
or does it make the fabric stiff and boardy? 
You have the opportunity to adjust the stitch 
density or size of the design, if needed. 


* You might even use the embroidered fabric 
for laundering tests, if you intend to clean the 
project. 


* You'll have embroidered pieces of fabric! 
Start a swatch/reference book, or use the 
embroidered samples in new projects. 


Prepare fabric for stitch-outs 


Prewash fabric following manufacturer's directions. 


Cut fabric and stabilizer rectangles just larger than 
your embroidery hoop from the extra yardage. 
(Remember, this is the perfect time to test the fabric/ 
stabilizer combination.) 


Stabilize some or all fabric rectangles with spray 
starch or starch alternative. (You'll find out if the 
spray stabilizing gives you better stitched results.) 


Embroider the stitch-out 
designs 


Hoop a fabric rectangle with a rectangle of stabilizer. 
If you are testing self-adhesive stabilizers, hoop 

the stabilizer, then position the test fabric on top, 
following manufacturer's directions. 
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Select thread colors. With each stitch-out record the 

thread colors in the order they are stitched, as well as 
the stabilizer that is used. Attach a note to the stitch- 
out after stitching is complete. 


e 


You may be able to economize on test fabric by 
stitching two tests in one hooping. Just be certain to 
attach any notes to the correct stitch-out. 











From the stitch-outs I was able to select my favorite - 
the mustard seed color with the single green for vines 
and red berries. Embroidering the jacket was now a 


breeze, because I knew which stabilizer I wanted to 
use, as well as the exact thread colors. 











So, now you have the stitch-outs to throw ina 
scrap bag, right? Wrong! Save them in a special 
bin or basket so you can quickly retrieve them and 
incorporate any of them into new projects. 





on green denim is now a 
showcase on the e-reader/ 
tablet keeper. | added a 
monogram, transforming 
a stitch-out into a stand- 
out. The stitch-out is the 
right size for the upper 
front area of the keeper. 
The lower front and back 
are also separate pieces, 
the closure band and 
outer spine band cover all the cut edges. 








Stitching true stitch-outs is a wonderful learning 
opportunity as well as a source of small embroideries 
to add delight to new projects! 


Naney Zieman is host and executive producer of Sewing With 
Nancy* on public television and founder of Nancy's Notions”. 
Embroidery thread, supplies, and a free catalog are available from 
Nancy's Notions. Call 800.833.0690 or visit the Nancy's Notions 
Website at nancysnotions.com. 
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Let your creativity bloom with the ultimate sewing and embroidery machine. Baby Lock 
Destiny is filled with intuitive technology and over a hundred enhancements including 
a larger HD 10.1” touchscreen and oversized icons for easy control. A 2x faster 
processor eliminates wait times, and advancements like the builtin NeedleCam and 
Baby Lock I.@. Technology simplify any project. And with more sewing space and 
oversized embroidery area, you can complete larger projects that were impossible 

to create...until now. 


Fulfill your Destiny today at your local Baby Lock retailer. 





BABYLOCK.COM/YOURDESTINYAWAITS 





By Marie Zinno 


Embroidery Products 
Embroidery design # 05_02 included in 
rapped in Embroider 

Embroidery Tool Kit - 
large target ruler, target stickers 

Embroidery editing sofware 

5” x 7” Snap Hoop Monster for multi-needle 
machine was used for this project although a 
4" x 4” or 5” x 7” standard hoop will also work 








Materials 

Skirt pattern (McCall's pattern #M6842) 
Woven fabric per pattern requirements 
One 7” zipper 

Fusible polymesh cut-away stabilizer 


Step |. Plan the 
Embroidery Layout 


Select design #05_02 from the Wrapped in 
Embroidery CD and delete the large outer circle of 
the design 





Resize and copy it to make a small group of three 
designs, each a different size. Save this design as 
skirt] and print several templates of the design. 





Trace the Front Yoke pattern section #7 on the 

fabric with dressmaker’s chalk. Do not cut along the 
pattern lines until after the embroidery is c 
Mark the center of the yoke pattern s 
the large target ruler. Place the ta 
center hole and remove the ruler. 











Audition the templates on the yoke. Add groupings 
of the designs to fill the fabric section, The idea is 
to create a balanced sprinkling of the designs across 
the yoke. I suggest testing a few color combinations 
and design sizes on scrap fabric to see what works 





best for you. Once you're satisfied with the layout, 
slide a target sticker under each template to mark its 
Position. 
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Iron the fusible polymesh stabilizer to the wrong 
side of the yoke section. Start the embroidery at the 
center of the yoke panel section and move outward to 
the remaining edges. 





After the embroidery is complete; re-iron the 
stabilizer from the right side of fabric to re 
stabilizer’s adhesive. Cut around the designs to allow 
the fabric to relax. 





“ase the 





Do not embroider too close to the seam allowances. 
The skirt has a nice drape and embroidery in the 
seam would add bulk. 
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An extra hand to keep excess fabric 
out of the embroidery field. 


Hoop Guard for Standard Hoops easily slides into position on most manufacturer's hoops*! 
Use one or more on each side of the hoop to safeguard your project. 


+ No more hovering over the machine to make sure fabric stays out of the embroidery field! 
+ No more messy tape needed to tame hooped t-shirts! 


+ Bags are a breeze with Hoop Guard for Standard Hoops to wrangle unwieldy fabric! 








+ Pillow cases are painless with Hoop Guard for Standard Hoops! 


+ Easily stitch large towels, blankets, table runners, quilt sandwiches 
and even baby onesies! 








; Pd 
Someta 


told 
|ortnesewna 





"Hoop Guard for Standard 
Hoops helps prevent 

my projects fram getting 
ruined! Now I can be 
confident excess fabric 
won't fall into the stitching 
area when | embroider, 


<< Fis s] 
Lelan Kecte 
Elen Reche 


Embeoldery Expert & Edie of > Slides in between > 4 Hoop Guards Included > Use one or more on 
Design to Machine Embrey iis ferris oh mod each side of the hoop 
standard hoops* for extra protection 


“May not work with round hoo 





tent Pending 


ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SNAP HOOPS « ORDER YOURS TOD. 


Made in the USA 











Embroidering ready-to-wear clothing 
can seem overwhelming at first - a 
pre-conalructed garment is far from 
flat, which can make hooping a 
challenge. However, stitching a design 
on a pre-made item, even on a tailored 
dress shirt, dacan't need ta be difficult. 
Because the fabric is stitched into a 
curved shape, hooping the garment itse 
is usually nat possible. Jnstead, hoop 
the stabilecr alone and then affix. the 
garment lo. it. 








Quick Tips 


* Pre-wash ready-made items for best results 
* Plan embroidery before stitching using templates 


+ Always check design position before begin 
stitch. 


ing to 


For a woven, button-down shirt, use one to 

two layers of tear-away stabilizer. If the shirt 
has significant stretch, consider using a layer of 
polymesh (soft cut-away) to keep the embroidery 
looking good over time. 





By Christy Burcham 


Wash, dry, and press your shirt according to the 
manufacturer's instructions before beginning 
embroidery. Pre-made garments often have sizing, 
dye, or finishes that can affect the embroidery 
process. 


Before beginning any embroidery on a ready-to- 
wear project, plan your embroidery placement 
using printed templates. Most embroidery software 
programs (including a number of free ones) allow 
you to print your design at actual size with lines 
printed through the horizontal and vertical centers 
(forming a crosshair). 
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Printing your designs and arranging them on 
your project before stitching will help you choose 
placement that is flattering to the wearer. Consider 
both scale and placement when choosing a design, 
Whenever possible, consider auditioning the designs 
while actually wearing the garment so you can 
account for the drape and shape of the garment. 


Auditioning the designs with paper templates 

also allows you to avoid accidentally overlapping 
any areas which may be difficult or impossible to 
embroider, such as seams, pockets, or plackets. 
While it is possible to stitch over a seam, you will 
want to avoid doing so when it could affect the shape 
of the garment, such as over princess seams in a 
tailored shirt, 


For this project, we stitched four designs onto 

the front center panels of the front of a tailored 
button-down shirt. Because we used a symmetrical 
placement, we will take extra steps to ensure the 
designs are aligned properly before stitching. 


Embroidery Products 

OESD Collection #12526 Fresh Flora Medley, 
Designs | and 20 

Embroidery Software 

OESD Ultra Clean and Tear Stabilizer 

Isacord Embroidery Thread 

OESD Bobbin Thread 

Mettler Web Bond Temporary Adhesive Spray 

PAL (Perfect Alignment Laser) 

Embroidery hoop large enough for 6” x 10” design 

Hoop template 


Materials 

Pre-made tailored button-down shirt 
Fabrics for applique 

Fabric marking pencil 

Measuring tape 

Ruler 


Step |. Plan and Mark the 
Embroidery Placement 


Print the designs from embroidery software, Make 
sure the design is printed at 100% of its actual size 
and the center is printed onto the design, 


For this project, we stitched design #1 near the top 
of the shirt and added design #20 to extend the 
embroidery further down the shirt. The same designs 
are used on the other side, mirror imaged to reflect 
the first side. When mirror-imaging the designs, 
print a template and save a separate file for the 
mirror-imaged version to save time and confusion 
when stitching. 
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Rough cut around the printed design 






Arrange the designs on your shirt as desired 


Cut a small slit along the center lines of your 
template and fold back two corners. 





Use a marking pencil to trace the center of your If creating a symmetrical pattern, measure from 
designs onto your project. the center mark of each design to the shirt placket 
Make sure the distance and angle from the center of 


the design to the placket is the same on both sides of 





your shirt. 





Mark all of the desired designs. 








4 Designs in Machine Embroidery * Volume 90 + January/February 2015 * wwwdzgns.com 


Step 2. Embroider the First 
Design 


Hoop two layers of a medium weight tear-away 
stabilizer, Using the template that comes with your 
embroidery hoop, mark the center of the hoop. Spray 
the hooped stabilizer with Web Bond temporary 
adhesive spray, 
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Secure and Easy Online Ordering! 


www.embroiderthis.com 
Your online source for 
Machine Embroidery 
Blanks and Supplies 
including: 
Cosmetic Bags 
Travel Mugs 
Fine Linens 
Handkerchiefs 
Baby Bibs 
Bloomers 
Blankets 
and many more 
Unique Gift Items! 





* 


FREE * 
embroidery 
Designs 


Embrotder This! 
CG Yfers over 300 
Free Designs! 

www.embroiderthis.com 


S yi Use Coupon 
S DZ90 

for 10% off 
your order! 


Valid until 
4/30/15 







800-881-8144 





Align the center mark on your shirt with the center 
mark in the hoop. Use a straight pin to help align 
the two center markings. Smooth the shirt onto the 
stabilizer as flat as possible. 








Place the shirt on the hooped stabilizer, aligning the 
PAL crosshairs with the center marked on the shirt. 
Smooth the shirt fabric onto the stabilizer as flat as 


‘Christy's Tips possible. 


= 


Using a PAL (Perfect Alignment Laser) can help 
to align the center on the stabilizer with the center 
mark on the shirt. 








To use the PAL, hoop the stabilizer and spray it with 
temporary adhesive spray. Align the PAL crosshairs 
with the center of the hoop. 
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Place the hoop onto the machine. Select the correct 
embroidery design. If needed, adjust the center 
position of the embroidery design to match the center 
marked on the shirt. Check the center position by 
lowering the needle using the machine’s handwheel. 
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Check the position of the design to make sure the 
design will not catch any undesired seams, 


Stitch the design, carefully watching the machine 
as it stitches to ensure the garment does not fold 
back onto the project. Unattended embroidery on 
a button-down shirt can easily result in a collar, 
placket, or sleeve stitched into the design, Use a 
chopstick or other tool to hold excess fabric out of 
the way during stitching 


Stitch the applique portions of the design according 
to the design’s directions, 





When the first design is complete, remove the 
stabilizer from the hoop and from the back of the 
design 
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Step 3. Stitch the Remaining 


Designs 

Hoop two additional layers of stabilizer. Mark the 
center of the hoop as before. Spray the stabilizer with 
temporary adhesive spray. Align the center mark 

of the second design with the center marked on the 
stabilizer, Smooth the fabric onto the stabilizer. 





Repeat the process of hooping stabilizer, placing 
fabric, and stitching designs for all marked designs. 





Place the hoop on the machine. Adjust the center 
position of the design as needed. Using your 
machine’s check functions, check the position of the 





edges of the design to ensure it fits within the fabric 
area and next to your original design as desired 
Stitch the second des 
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DF LYpadalle 
Quality supplies and 
Clanks at amazingly 
competitive pariced, 





*BuzzWord, 
TrueType 


FONT ADD-ON! PACK: 


This special BuzzWord Add-On pack allows 
you to create embroidery lettering from the 
HUNDREDS of TrueType fonts already on 
your computer! Limited trial available online 


= 





Not quite the demure monogram, a jumbo initial makes quite a statement. 
What's so intriguing? The shear size of it! Sized at 10" tall, | most certainly don't 
own a machine that's capable of stitching it in a single hooping but | do have some 
tools that do a fine job of splitting and realigning jumbo designs. Read on to learn 
how any machine can stitch this giant letter. 


Embroidery Products 
7” embroidery design letter, Arabesque 9 XL, 
from Embroidery Arts. 





Download one letter from the Arabesque 9 XL 
collection for free! 


G0 to www.embroideryarts.com. 
‘Select one letter from the Arabesque 9 XL collection. 
Offer good until Feb 1, 2015. 
One coupon per customer. 


Perfect Embroidery Pro digitizing software 





Materials 
Perfect Alignment Laser 2 


Tear-away stabilizer 

¥ yd. upholstery weight linen 

Fat quarter of coordinating cotton print 
1% yd. Cording 

One 14” pillow form 

One 14” zipper 

Temporary spray adhesive 


Step |. At the Computer 

Most letters that are offered in a jumbo size cannot 
be enlarged without losing some of their beautiful 
features. But the Arabesque 9 XL collection was 
originally digitized to sew at 10” so if you purchase 
the 7” (177mm) size, you can freely enlarge the letters 
and still enjoy their indigenous details. Satin stitch 
columns will remain satin stitch columns instead of 
auto converting to a fill stitch. I took Embroidery 
Arts’ word for it, and enlarged the letter to 262 mm — 
‘a whopping 10.31” in Perfect Embroidery Pro. And 
the satin columns are gorgeous! 


Now that it’s so big, it won't fit in my largest hoop. 
But Perfect Embroidery Pro has a great splitting 
feature. Click on the Split Design icon. 





The Split Design screen appears. Click on the arrow 
in the Hoop field and select your largest hoop. I 
entered 200 x 300. 














The preview screen shows two hoopings: I:1 and 2:1. 
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Click in either hooping to move the split. Toggle 
between the first and second hooping to view each 


individually. Once you're satisfied with the split 
click Save and the software will save the design into 
two separate files. 





Print a template of each design and send the designs 
to your machine. 





Step 2. Embroider 

To conserve fabric, embroider before cutting the 
pillow front. Place the templates on the left side of 
the fabric (allowing room for the second hooping). 
Slide a target sticker under template Hoop 1:1 and 
align the target sticker’s and template’s crosshairs. 
Remove the template. Hoop the fabric with tear-away 
stabilizer, centering the target sticker, 





Stitch the first design, Hoop 1:1, The last color is 
a vertical basting line (placement line) which will 
align with the second hooping. Stitch the line in a 
contrasting color to make alignment easy. 
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Purchase‘our new,Embroider a Cure Pack and 
help women'battling ovarian cancer today! 


Our Embroider a Cure pack features a collection of 23 eye-catching be th 

designs specifically designed for totes, purses, or chemo ba: foundation” 

purchase will provide funds for ovarian cancer research and women / in Cancer 

battling ovarian cancer today. We thank you for supporting this \ 

important cause. Designs can be purchased for $50 from your local info@bethedifferencefoundation.org 
retailer or online at www.bethedifferencefoundation.org/store. www. bethedifferencefoundation.org 





Remove from the hoop. Hoop another piece of tear 
away stabilizer. Stitch color 1, the placement line, of 
Hoop 2:1 on the hooped stabilizer. Remove the hoop 
from the machine. 


>) ew 


Attach the hoop to the machine and restitch color 1 
to verify the design is aligned. 





Place the hoop under PAL2, aligning the stitched 
placement line with PAL2’s beam. 








Stitch the remainder of design Hoop 2:1. 





Spray the wrong side of the embroidered fabric with 
temporary adhesive. Slide the embroidered fabric 

under the beam aligning the stitched placement line 
with PAL2. Finger press the fabric to the stabilizer. 
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Step 3. Make the Pillow 


Cut the pillow front 15” x 15” centering the 
monogram, Cut four 3” x 18” fabric strips for the 
flange. 


Cut bias strips from the coordinating print to cover 
the cording. Sew the cording to the pillow front. Sew 
the flange strips to the pillow front, mitering the 
corners, Set aside. 


When inserting a zipper into a pillow, I avoid the 
pillow center and the side seam. Usually, there is 

too much bulk on the seam if a ruffle, cording or 
piping are added to the pillow front. And placing 

it off center makes it easy to insert the pillow form. 
Cut two pieces of fabric for the pillow back: one 4” 

x 15” and one 12" x 1 lace the strips right sides 
together, Place a pin 2” from the top edge and 2” 
from the bottom edge. Set the stitch length to 2.0 mm 
and sew from the top edge to the first pin with 4” 
seam allowance, Lock the stitches at the 2” mark and 
increase the length to 4.0mm. Sew to the second pin. 
Lock the stitches, shorten the stitch length and sew 
to the bottom edge. 








Press the seam open, Place the pieced strips, right 
side down, on a flat surface. Center the zipper, right 
side down, on the seam. Pin the zipper tape in place. 
Attach a zipper foot and sew as close to the coil as 
possible on one side. At the bottom of the coil, place 
the needle in the down position, lift the presser foot 
and pivot the fabric to cross the tape. Sew across the 
tape, leave the needle in down position, pivot the 
fabric and sew up the other side of the tape. 


Flip the fabric over and use a seam ripper to open 
the basting stitches between the locking stitches. 
Open the zipper. 


Place the pillow back and front, right sides together, 
and sew with '4” seam allowance. Turn the pillow 
right side out through the zipper opening. 


Use a serger to finish the edges if you have one. Turn 
right side out and insert the pillow form, Fringe the 
flange by pulling a thread about 14" in from the raw 
edge. 
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Created by: Diane Kron, Software and Embroidery Projects Manager for Designer's Gallery 


These quilted place mats 
are ideal for any springtime 
brunch or lunch date. The 
Destiny's Digital Dual-Feed 
System and Guide Beam 
make it easy to quilt the i” 

layers while keeping your fie P | | 
stitches straight. When f } : 

adding embroidery, you 
can choose from the many 
floral designs to make each 
place mat unique. 





eae, j 
DOS AE KS) j 
SLAIN 








Embroidery Products 

Destiny sewing and embroidery machine by Baby 
Loc! 

Built-in flower design 








Materials 

¥ yd. each of three coordinating cotton print fabrics 
for ruffles 

1 yd. solid cream colored cotton fabric for center 

The Sewing Revolution Multi-Purpose Cutting Ruler 

Baby Lock Ultra Soft Stabilizer 20” wide 

FriXion pens 

Straight edge ruler with 45° angle markings 

Madeira” sewing, quilting and embroidery thread 

General sewing supplies 


‘Makes two place mats. 
|, Prep the Fabric 


Cut the solid cream fabric in half across the width to 
create two sections for the center of the place mats. 





Cut two 20” squares of Baby Lock Ultra Soft 
stabilizer. Place one stabilizer section between the 
folds on each of the cream colored half sections to 
create a sandwich, Press, 


Draw the quilting lines with a FriXion pen and a 
straight edge ruler. Space the lines I” apart and at a 
45° angle, from corner to corner. Rotate the fabric 
and draw a second set of lines perpendicular to the 
first lines. Repeat for the second piece of fabric. 


Step 2. Quilt the Fabric 


Set the machine on sewing and attach the Digital 
Dual Feed foot. Select straight stitch 1.03, middle, 


B | miao!| al a 








Activate the Guide Beam by selecting the tool as 
shown in the illustration with the solid red arrow. 
Adjust the position of the Guide Beam by clicking 
the plus or minus arrows to set the beam to 3.5. The 
Guide Beam will display a ray of light in front of the 
presser foot providing a path for the stitches. This 
will help you sew a straight line. 
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Starting at one of the center drawn lines, quilt over 
each of the drawn lines. After you have quilted the 
first set of lines, repeat for the lines that cross over 
the first set. After all the lines have been quilted, 
press the section to remove the drawn pen lines. 
Repeat for the second section. 





Step 3. Embroidery 
Set the machine up for 
embroidery. Center 
the quilted section in 
the hoop using the 
largest hoop. Since the 
piece has the stabilizer 
quilted between the 
layers, there is no 
need for additional 
stabilizer. 









Retrieve design 
number 024 from the 
Delicate category as 
shown. 


Embroider the design using colors that will 
coordinate with the fabric that will be used for the 
ruffles. 


Center the Sewing Revolution Multi-Purpose Cutting 
Ruler on the embroidered design, Mark around the 
outer edge of the ruler with a FriXion pen. Cut on 
the line to create the center circle of the place mat. 
Repeat for the other embroidered section. Set aside. 


Step 4. Make the Ruffle 


Cut four 4” wide strips across the width of the three 
ruffle fabrics. Piece two of the same fabric strips 
together on the short ends to create a continuous 
strip. Press the seam open. Repeat for the other strips 
until you have six pieces. With right sides together, 
sew along the long edges with a 4” seam allowance, 
Turn the section right sides out and press flat. To 
create a ruffle, set the machine up for sewing and 
select stitch 1.08, the basting stitch. Set the stitch 
length to Smm. Baste 4” from one of the folded 
edges along the long edge of the section, Gently pull 
the bobbin thread to gather. Repeat for each of the 
sections. 


Place the darkest ruffle 4" in from the edge on the 
right side of the embroidered section adjusting the 
ruffle as you go. Stitch around the circle, 





Place the next ruffled print 4” in from the first 
ruffled section and adjust the ruffles so the ruffles 
are evenly spaced. 


Place the third ruffled section 4” in from the second 
ruffle and stitch in place. Repeat for the second place 
malt. 
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Baby Stipple! 


Ruffled Pillow Cover 





* x 12” Snap Hoop Monster or 

Standard Hoop 4 
Stipple! Baby - Special Edition 
Perfect Embroidery Pro software 


F. y= 
rs 4 pl 
i; ” 
- 


718 yd. for pillow cover s ve | | 
Y yd. each of 6 fabrics for ruffles "jaa 
3 “yd. of ribbon i ig 


27” x 13” pillow form 

Fabric die cutting machine 
Fusible interfacing for woven 
Pellon Wonder Under ; Oe 
Applique Iron 
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alized with a girl's name and adorned with a unique 
t gift to make her feel special and loved. 


n in the top border of the Stipple! Baby - Special Edition 


S the way it comes on the CD - as an quick- 
stitching redwork design. It would have been simple to add personalization to the 
design using my machine's built-in lettering... but the new Per unl elgellel—p amano) 
software and a brand new Scan N Cut were begging to be used, so | took it a 
step further and added die cut applique fabric to the moon and stars. 
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For the main body of the pillow cover, cut one 
rectangle 29” x 15 4” for the front. Apply fusible 
interfacing to this rectangle. For the back panels, cut 
one rectangle 13” x 15 4” and a second rectangle 23” 
x15“ 





Use the six ruffle fabrics and the main pillow cover 
fabric to make nine ruffles in varying sizes. 





Cut ruffle strips the following measurements by the 
width of fabri 
Two 4” strips; three 4 “5 strips; two 5” strij 
strip; and one 7” strip. 











Iron each ruffle fabric in half lengthwise, wrong 
sides together. 





aes. 


Use your favorite method to make the ruffles. 
Finding the perfect amount of ruffle is truly a matter 
of personal preference. Here's an example of some 
test strips I used to come up with a ruffle I thought 
Alexandria would like. I made ruffles from the 
entire WOF strips and simply discarded the excess. 


Hi Oy 
(i IVAW 








Arrange the ruffles on the pillow, largest to smallest, 
and set aside. 


Use chalk or disappearing fabric marker to draw 
ruffle placement lines on the fabric rectangle for 

the front of the pillow. Draw placement lines in the 
following positions beginning from the left side of 
the fabric: 24", 4 14", 5%", 7 A", 8 'A", 97", 1", 12”, 
B.. 
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Choose fabrics to use for the die cut moon and stars 
applique. Back the fabric with Wonder Under or in 
the normal way you prepare fabric for use in your 
fabric die cutter. 


Step 2. Convert the 


embroidery designs to cut files 
From the Top Border folder on the design CD, open 
the TBHoopS design in Perfect Embroidery Pro 
software. 





bare 


OSD Ev P97 | 


Delete the word “moon” and replace with your 
desired text. Save the embroidery file with a new 
name. Delete the swirls and the text, Select the 
remaining elements, right click and select “Convert 
To”. From the dropdown menu, select “Artwork”. 





To ensure the die cut fabric is secured by the design's 
running stitches, enlarge each of the stars and the 
moon by 8mm, 


From the “File” menu, select “Export Artwork”. 
From the dropdown menu, choose FCM for the Scan 
n Cut die cutter or SVG for other machines. Name 
and save the file. 





Use the prepared fabric and die cutter to create the 
applique fabric shapes. Print the embroidery design 
template and use it to mark embroidery position 
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on the fabric for the pillow front. Since all the star 
appliques look alike, lay them on the template in 
their appropriate position to make placement quick 
and easy during embroidery. 





Since the embroidery design is composed of light 
running stitches and the fabric is backed with 
interfacing there is no need to use stabilizer. Hoop 
the fabric for the pillow front and embroider Color 
1, the stars, moon and swirls, Position the die cut 
applique fabric and fuse to bond to fabric. 





Stitch Color I again to secure the appliques. This, 
means the swirls will also stitch again, which is fine. 
Stitch Color 2, the text. 


Beginning from the left edge, sew the widest ruffle to 
the first ruffle positioning line. Use pins or washable 
glue to position ribbon on top of the raw edge of the 
ruffle. Stitch to secure both edges of the ribbon. 





Continue adding ruffles and ribbon, moving from 
the left edge toward the embroidery and applying the 
ruffles beginning with the widest ruffle and ending 
with the narrowest ruffle. 
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Step 5. Assemble the Pillow 
Cover 


Serge or zigzag stitch one 15 4" edge of each of the 
back pieces. Fold and iron under 1”. Stitch to create 
ahem. 


To finish the pillow cover, place the pillow front 
fabric right side up on the work surface. Place 

the longest (23” wide) pillow back fabric, right 

side down, on one end of the front fabric with 

the hemmed edge toward the center of the pillow. 
Position the smaller pillow back fabric right side 
down on the opposite end, making sure the hemmed 


Loes van der Heijden's 


a product of Artistitch.com 


edge is toward the center of the pillow. The hemmed 
edges of the back pieces will overlap, creating an 
envelope-style opening. 


Using a 2" seam allowance, stitch around all four 
of the outside edges. Use the opening in the back to 
turn the cover right side out. Insert the pillow form, 


" Otnkg Deng Ease 


6 ART T & STITCH PLUS 


True veetor based digitizing program, full lettering, 41 digitized fonts and 
monograms included, use TIF, Cross stitch, Multiple Angle fills, Fancy 
Embossing, Appliqué, Shading and Blending colors, Fur effects, Auto- 
Stitch wizard totum an image into stitches, Richelieu Cutwork, Magic 
Hardanger, Freestanding Lace, Battenburg Ribbon Lace... 


Plus... Our upgrades are free! 





ry4 


_ 
Pia 








6) eo 


Visit www.ARTandSTITCHplus.com to download a trial and watch the videos 





















Fill these fun, felt “Petit Fours’ 
with sweet treats for family, 
* friends, guests, co-workers... 
“anyone you want to show you 
__care! A few folds and a couple of 
stitches to finish are all it takes < 
_ to make quick gifts for your 
special Valentines! 
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In sharing my love of embroidery, I've often had people ask if a 
a smaller size to fit the largest hay hove ont | oye 
«a design so that they can use it. Not everyone has an idery machine that includes the 

hoops, so I've made it my mission to create designs that will not only offer a 
tor, but will fit in the one hoop almost every embroiderer has — the 4° x 4”, 





By JoAnn Connolly 


Embroidery Products 
Garden of Daisies “Pretty 
Petit Fours” (GODO75) set at 
www.gardenofdaisies.com 


Materials 

One white 12” x 18” stiffened craft felt 

One fuchsia 12” x 18” stiffened craft felt 

One red 12” x 18” stiffened craft felt 

Nine 1 4” squares of medium pink 
regular felt (one for GODO7SC and 
eight for tray) 

Four 1 4” squares of red regular felt 
(for tray) 

Peel and Stick adhesive tear-away 
stabilizer 

White, red, fuchsia, medium pink, 
medium green and lime green 
embroidery thread 

White, red, fuchsia and medium pink 
regular sewing thread 

Three 3/8” red buttons 

Three 3/8” pink buttons 

Five 3/8” white buttons 

Sharp embroidery scissors 

Rotary cutter and mat 

Water-soluble marker or tailor’s chalk 

Hand sewing needle 





ticular design Is offered in 
if I'm not able to reduce 








Step |. Prep the Felt 
For the boxes, cut the stiffened felt as 
follows: 


Cut one 4” square of fuchsia for the 
embroidered box top. 


‘Cut one 4 7/8” square of fuchsia for the 
box bottom. 


Cut one 4” square of red for the 
embroidered box top. 


Cut one 4 7/8” square of red for the box 
bottom. 


Cut two 4” squares of white for the 
embroidered box tops. 


Cut two 4 7/8” squares of white for the 
box bottoms. 


For the tray, cut two 6%" squares of 
white. 


Step 2. Embroider the 


Box Tops 

For each box top, hoop a piece of 

Peel and Stick stabilizer. Remove the 
protective paper by scoring around the 
inner perimeter of the hoop with a pin, 
being careful not to score through the 
stabilizer itself. Center and adhere one 
of the 4” squares of felt to the hooped 
stabilizer. 
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GODO/75A (white felt) 

Stitch color 1 (white) — the box top outline 

Stitch color 2 (red) ~ the heart outline, the dot detail 
and button placement circle 

Stitch color 3 (lime green) ~ the lime leaves 

Stitch color 4 (medium green) ~ the medium green 
leaves 

Stitch color 5 (pink) — the dot detail and button 
placement circle 


GODO75B (red felt) 

Stitch color | (red) — the box top outline 

Stitch color 2 (white) — the heart outline and lace fill 
Stitch color 3 (pink) ~ button placement circle 
Stitch color 4 (lime green) ~ the lime green leaves 


GODO7S5C (white felt) 

Stitch color I (white) — the box top outline. 

Stitch color 2 (red) — the heart outline 

Stitch color 3 (lime green) ~ the lime green leaves 

Stitch color 4 (pink) — the pink heart tack down and 
button placement circle 


Trim around the pink heart close to the stitching 
with the sharp scissors. 


GODO075 (fuchsia felt) 

Stitch color | (fuchsia) — the box top outline. 

Stitch color 2 (white) — the heart outline, the curls 
and button placement circle 

Stitch color 3 (lime green) ~ the green curls 

Stitch color 4 (pink) — the button placement circle 

Stitch color 5 (red) ~ the button placement circle 


Step 3. Construct the Boxes 
Box Top 


Remove the work from the hoop. Tear the stabilizer 
away from the back of the work. It can remain in the 
center square. 





Trim the piece around the outermost stitching, 
leaving the inner corners intact. 





Fold each corner with wrong sides together so that 
the edge stitching is aligned as shown. 
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Its About 


Cotton 


Pickin’ 
Time! 


ag Available 
NOW! 


ALL NEW 
Sulky Cotton Colors 


+ 64 All New Solid Colors in 
} 30 we.and 12 we. (There are 
y NOW 130 Solid Colors available!) 








+ 80 New 12 we. Corton Petite 
- All 64 New Solid Colors and 
-16 more Blendables’ Colors 
(for a total of 30 Blendables 
‘on handy, 50 yd. Petites Spools) 








Trim the excess felt close to the stitching. Handstitch the buttons 


weww.sulky.com 


in place. www.sulkyembelub.com 





Designs in Machine Embroid 


Box Bottom 

Using the marker or chalk, draw a line 1 5/8” in from 
each side and from the top and bottom of the square, 
creating nine equal squares. 





Fold the sides of the outer corner squares together 
and topstitch in place in the same manner as the box 
top. Trim the excess felt close to the stitching. 


Step 4. Embroider the Tray 

Print a template of file GODO7SE — the tray motif — 
that shows the center point of the design. Place the 
template along one edge of one of the tray felt pieces, 
having it centered on that edge and having the center 
point %4" down from the cut edge. Mark the center 
point of the design on the felt piece. Repeat with the 
three remaining edges. 


Hoop a piece of the Peel and Stick stabilizer. Remove 
the protective paper by scoring around the inner 
perimeter of the hoop with a pin, being careful not to 
score through the stabilizer itself, Using the marker, 
mark the center of the hooped stabilizer. Adhere the 
tray piece to the hooped stabilizer, aligning one of the 
center marks along one of the edges with the center 
mark on the stabilizer. 


Embroider the design as follows: 
Stitch color | (red) — placement stitching for the red 
felt heart 


Stitch color 2 (red) — tack down stitching for the red 
felt heart 


Stitch color 3 (pink) — placement stitching for the 
pink hearts 


Stitch color 4 (pink) — tack down stitching for the 
pink hearts and button placement stitching 


Stitch color 5 (lime green) ~ the light leaves 


Repeat along the remaining three edges. 


Step 5. Finish the Tray 


Remove the stabilizer from the back of the work, 
Place the remaining 6 %" square of white stiffened felt 
‘on the back of the embroidered tray piece. Topstitch 
close to the edge using red thread, stitching the two 
pieces together. Go over the stitching again to give 
ita heavier look. If your sewing machine has a triple 
stitch, that will give you a similar look. Handstitch 
the white buttons in place. 
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StitchSoup | Kreations 
(Xara 









Sign-upfor 

our Newsletter 
Learn 50 Fabulous for coupons 
Techniques with | | andfreebies! 
Embroidery Experts 
Eileen Roche 
& Marie Zinno! 





Y 2 
f 4 
* emoyeidery (ates ‘Rove Long Remembered’ 
i ava bees Machine &mbroidery 
|nnova tive Jor the 


Jn the Joop & : 
January 16-17 ° Projects Creative Mind 
Flash Sew & Quilt www ShtchSoup.com www.KreationsbyKara.com 


Naples, FL 
i Pickle Pry 


www.flashsewandquilt.com 
DESIGNS 


January 30-31 
Cut Up And Sew 
Palm Coast, FL 
www.cutupandsew.com 


February 27 
Sew Expo 
Puyallup, WA 
www.sewexpo.com 


March 20-21 


Creative Sewing Machine Center 


West Columbia, SC 


www.creativesewingmachinecenter:com 





enter code 





www.PicklePieDesigns.com 


1 
tae —- OFF! 4 SAVE 20% on your first order! 
www.embroitiqeeci Use code “DIME20" 






By Sue Ann Obremski 


Several years ago a dear friend showed 
me a technique on how to make a 
mitered comer from a border design. 
With some modifications to her 
technique, mitering border designs can 
be fun. Just take a straight border design 
and convert it into a mitered corner or 
go with the so popular chevron pattern. 
There's no limit to where and how this 
technique can be used. 


Embroidery Products 

John Deer’s Adorable Ideas Henna design pack 
available at www.adorableideas.com 

Editing Software program 
(I use EmbroideryWorks™ by Baby Lock ) 


Table Runner Center 
Henna Flower 2 
Henna Flower 5 


Table Runner Miters 
Henna Border 2 
Henna Border 4 


Placemat Chevron 
Henna Border 3 


Chevron Placemat: Finished size: 19" x 13” 


Materials 

Tear-away stabilizer 

Air Soluble Pen 

Ys yd. 54” wide medium — heavy weight linen-like 
material for embroidered section (Fabric A) 

% yd. 54” wide coordinating print (Fabric B) 


Materials for Place mat (one place mat) 

19” x 13” medium - heavy weight linen-like material 
to embroider design 

19” x 13” of a coordinating print, plus enough for 
binding the edges 


Step |. Creating Mitered 


Borders 

Don't be afraid to try this technique. Just take it 
one step at a time. And after a couple times you will 
get the hang of it and will be mitering all kinds of 
designs and putting them everywhere! 

I will be doing a 90 degree join with a 45 degree 
mitered angle, but any angle can be created. The 
designs are different colors so it is easier to follow. 
To master this technique, start with a simple one 
color border design. This way the designs can easily 
be differentiated when creating the miter, and when 
the miter is complete, set the design back to its 
original color. 





Open a new page in embroidery editing software. 
Import a straight line design twice and Henna 
Border 4 twice. Set the color of the straight lines to 
two different colors. 
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Move the two border designs to the desired angle. 











Move one of the straight lines to intersect the two 
designs at the angle, and move the second straight 
line to be on top of the first straight line. 














Select the design on the right and one of the straight 
lines and move this unit to the right, away from the 
left section. 














Select the design on the left and the remaining 
straight line, rotate the unit so the straight line is, 
vertical. 




















Select all the stitches right of the straight line and 
delete them. 
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Select the other design and the straight line, rotate 
the unit so the straight line is vertical and, select all 
the stitches left of the straight line and delete them. 
Now there are two units that will be joined as a 
mitered corner. 








Bring the two angled designs together. 





Select the straight lines and delete them. 














Repeat the same mitering technique for the second 
border design (Henna Border Design 2). 


To create the center medallion, open Henna Flower 
and Henna Flower 5 twice. Center Henna Flower 
2 in the middle of the two Henna Flower 5. Save the 
design. Print a template of the design at 100%, 





Import the two mitered designs and arrange them 
beside each other 3” apart. Save the design. Print a 
template of the design at 100%, 
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Same Sie = 


Tape the templates together to reflect the final stitch 


out. Mark the center lines on each section. Copy and paste the double angled section as many 


Limes as needed to create the length of the chevron 
desired. 





This will be referenced as the Master Copy. 








Place mat 
The Chevron Design for the place mat uses the same 


technique as the runner with the only exception that ; Ts 
both ends of the border are mitered. Step 2. Embroider the Table 
Runner 


I recommend stitching the center section first, 
followed by the side mitered sections before cutting 
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the fabric. With an air soluble pen, mark the 
vertical and horizontal center lines on Fabric 
A, Be sure to extend the lines to the edges of 
the material. 


Hoop, centering Fabric A and tear away 
stabilizer. Stitch the center design. Once 
complete, remove the fabric from the hoop. 
On your Master Copy measure the distance 
between the center vertical line of the center 
design and the center vertical line of the 
mitered design. Using that distance, measure 
from the original center line on Fabric A to 
the left, and mark a vertical center line for the 
mitered design. Repeat for the other side. 


Hoop, centering Fabric A for one mitered 
section using the new center line in the hoop 
and stitch the mitered section. Repeat for the 
other side, 





Step 3. Table Runner 
Construction 


Cut Fabric A: 13” x 48” centering the 
embroidery 
Cut Fabric B: 17” x 48" 


Place right sides together, stitch the long side 
edges together with a 4 allowance. 
Press the seam allowance away from the center 
fabric. Turn right sides out, creating a long 
tube. Lay the tube flat on an ironing board and 
press so that Fabric A is centered evenly on the 
long sides with the coordinating material. Trim 
the short ends even. Fold the fabric in half 
lengthwise with Fabric A side facing out, stitch 
both short ends with am allowance. Press 
seams open. Turn seams inside to form a point, 
press. Stitch a decorative button at the edge of 
the short seam to secure in place. 














your satisfaction 
suaranteed 


no hassles, no restrictions, 
no restocking fees 


Our lifetime, 100% money-back promise to you is 
simple. There’s no fine print. If, for any reason, any 
product does not meet your expectations, simply 
return it for a refund or credit of its purchase price. 


Discover why enthusiasts, like you, have trusted 
Nancy’s Notions for more than 3 decades for the 
best in sewing, quilting, and embroidery, including: 


Hooping & Placement Tools 
Stabilizers & Thread . 
Embroidery Blanks 

Hot-Fix Swarovski Crystals ~ 
Design Collections & Single Designs 


Nancy’s Notions 


sewing inspiration - education - tools « more 


nancysnotions.com 
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eCSSOns from 
cle: 


+ Add applique to existing 
embroidery designs 

* Create free standing applique 
shapes 

+ Add stitch lines to existing 
embroidery designs 
10 incorporate lace 
embellishments 

+ Learn how to edit stitch 
points and add color stops 


and sewing needle and thredd to 
sew buttons 
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Stippl 
Perfect 

simil 
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ai and add more detai 


Embroidery 


anvases 


This project is for those who |love working with tiny canvases 
There are three techniques shown—depen 
skill level, choose what's |right for you! The first two techniques ar 
quick|and easy. The last method is great if you want to ge’ 
more familiar with your softwai 
| to these tiny canvase 


the|design, ms have it in your files 


ing on your time an 


Once you've edite 


r use time and again. 











ducts 
! Baby 
Embroidery Pro (or 
r embroidery|editing 

m) 





















l) j 
By Denise 


The$e banners|do contain small parts — so 
they, are not intended for|young children. 
| for mom's baby shower! | 























Besinner 


by” Banner case 61) 


At ithe Computer 


Operi the Dress in Perfect Embroidery Pro 
Click the Applique Shapes button; A catalog of 
applique shapes will open. 


59 





Select a shape. For this example, I chose the Circle. 


The applique shape will appear. It will most li 
too large, Either reduce the size by adjusting 





Transform tab, or drag the corners of the shape to 
shrink it, 





Reposition the applique shape so that it is centered on 
the shirt, 


Add Letterin; 


Click the Text icon and type a letter or number. 
Select a font of your choice. For this sample I chose 
the Benquiat font. Rearrange the letter or number to 
be centered within the applique shape. 





Double check the stitch sequence. (You want to be 
sure the lettering doesn’t stitch before the applique, 
for instance!) Rearrange the sequence if necessary 
by dragging and dropping the thread sequence on 
the right side of the panel. You might also need 
to change the thread color to make it easier to re- 
sequence. 


Save the design with a new file name and send to the 
embroidery machine. 


Additional samples can be made to spell the word 
“Celebrate,” “Welcome,” the baby’s name or any other 
personalized message. 


All designs were stitched on heavy weight stabilizer 
then cut away and hung on ribbon with miniature 


clothespins. 
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Type your message (a letter or number) inside the 
applique circle. After adding the letter or number, 


save the file then replace the letter or number with a 





20 | 4 Banner (Page 58) new one. Repeat the process until you've completed 


Open the Perfect Embroidery Pro software. 


Click on the Apr 
Click Ok 








the message. Send the designs to your embroidery 
machine. Stitch on heavy weight stabilizer. 


plique icon and select the Circle. a 








remy 





DUOSLEDE Near eenens 














Click on the Transform tab. I chose to make the circle 


20 percent larger 


but this is based on personal taste. 





Click on the Text icon and select the Teknoidb font. 
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Dress Embellishments 

I thought it would be fun to add lace to the dresses. 

While I could hand sew or glue the lace, I thought it 
would be better to make the embroidery machine do 
the work for me. 


Open the Dress file in Perfect Embroidery Pro 
Software. 


Click on the Artwork icon, 





Left click at the bottom left corner of the dress to 
begin drawing an outline. Continue to left click as 
you go across the base of the dress. 








Once you reach the end of the dress, right click the 
mouse button to complete the line. 


The line you created is artwork—it is not a line of 
embroidery stitches. Select the artwork by clicking on 
it. 
IS Ee 
Se eee an 
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To make it easier to work with, change the color by 
right clicking on the pink color swatch. (Or choose 
any color not currently being used in your design). 


You'll notice the second line is a little too long. 
Shorten it by using the resize box on the end of the 
line. 





Right click again, and click Convert To / Run Stitch, 
You have created a line of stitching! 


Haye 





With the line still selected, copy it (Ctrl C) and paste 
it (Ctrl V). Position this second line above the first, 
leaving some space in between. 





Repeat this process of copying, pasting and resizing 
until you've added run stitch lines to the top of 

the dress, Reposition the lines as needed to make 

the space even between the lines. Remember, these 
running stitches are functional — they are used to hold 
the lace down—they are known as Tackdown Stitches. 
You also want to position the lines wide enough to 
accommodate the lace. Once finished your dress 
should look similar to the sample below. 
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While the dress is almost ready to be stitched, there The software automatically adjusts the start and stop 


are three ways to improve the design. One way to points in the design to flow more efficiently. The final 
polish the design before stitching is to remove the dress will look similar to the one below with the jump 
jump stitches, They are pictured where the arrows are stitches removed. 

pointing in the image below. 





A second way to improve the design is to add 
Select the lines you just created and go to Edit and Placement Stitches so you know where to place the 
select Optimize Entry/Exit from the drop down menu. _ lace as you stitch. 


Group the lines (except the bottom line). 
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With the lines still selected, copy (CTRL C) and paste 
(CTRL Y). 


Right click on a different thread color (Azalea) at the 
bottom of the page to differentiate these two groups 
of stitches, You now have a group of Placement 
Stitches and Tackdown Stitches. 





Select the Placement Stitches. Change the Stitch 
length to 3.5. 


The last method to improve the design is to add color 
stops to the Tackdown Stitches so you can trim the 
lace and reposition it on the next line. Otherwise the 
machine will stitch the Tackdown Stitches non-stop— 
without giving you time to reposition the lace. 





Rearrange the thread color sequence so the Placement 
Stitches (Azalea thread color) stitches first. To do Ungroup the Tackdown Stitches. 
this, select the Tackdown Stitches (Watermelon color) 
and drag it beneath the Placement Stitches (Azalea 
thread color). 
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Click the Plus sign at the bottom of the screen to 
add colors, You'll click the Plus sign 6 times to add 6 
colors for each of the Tackdown Stitches. 





Click on one of the running stitches. Then right click 
‘on one of the new colors at the bottom to change the 
thread color. Repeat this process for all the stitches. 










AE ONREs Ne oe se teR 


Save the design and send to the embroidery machine. 


At the Embroidery Machine 
Hoop heavy weight stabilizer. Stitch colors 1 — 5 
following the thread color sequence in Stipple! Baby. 


Stitching the Lace 


Stitch the 6th color sequence, the Placement Stitches, 





Place lace at the bottom edge of the dress. Using a 
skewer or pencil (to protect your fingers!) carefully 
hold the lace down as the emb ‘ry machine 
stitches the line. Once the line is finished, trim the 
lace. 
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Repeat this process for each line 
of stitching. Start and stop the 
machine to readjust the lace as 
needed 





Other Variations 

ash of fiber and 
thought it would be fun to 
experiment with on the dresses. I 
converted the Tackdown Stitches t 
Steil Stitches (width 2.0 mm) fora 
zigzag effect, This was perfect for 
holding down the narrow fiber. 





I noticed a 








Finish the garments by adding your 
favorite beads, buttons and other 
embellishments. To expand the 
length of the banner to suit your 
needs, cut pennants out of burlap: 
fabric 





NY Cosetoyese-buabentae! 
Boot Socks 


) 






My latest discovery, recycling sweaters, 
is a fun, quick and easy project. The 
monogrammed boot socks can be 
completed in less than an hour and are 
the repurposed arms of a ribbed knit 
sweater. The sleeves were removed 
from the sweater, a monogram was 
added to the upper area and the 

top edges were covered with an 
elastic trim. If you have a multi-needle 
machine you can keep the arms 

intact and alter after the embroidery 

is complete. Single needle machine 
owners, cut along the sewn seam of 
the sweater sleeves and mark the area 
for embroidery, stitch the monogram 
and sew up the side seams to fit tightly 
around your leg. 


Embroidery Products 

Embroidery lettering software (I used Designs 
in Machine Embroidery Calligraphy Software- 
Roman Font, Formal Monogram) 

4” x 4” embroidery hoop 

Embroidery Tool Kit - 
large centering ruler and target stickers 

Soft tear-away stabilizer 

Water soluble stabilizer 


Materials 
1 recycled sweater (ribbed knit works best) 
2yd. stretch trim or lace 





Step |. Recycle the Sleeves 
into Socks 


Wash and dry the sweater, Place the sweater on 
flat surface and carefully cut off the sleeves at the 
underarm seam. 
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Try on one sleeve for size, keeping the wrist portion 
at the bottom of your ankle. Since the length of the 
boot sock is determined by the height of the boot, 

try on the boots over the sock. If the sock portion 

is too long, cut the excess from the top edge. Most 
boot socks land approximately 2” to 2 14" above the 
top edge of the boot. Take into consideration the 
type of trim that will be added at the top of the sock. 
The width of the upper sleeve may be too wide to fit 
without falling down the leg. We will adjust the width 
after embroidery is complete since it’s easier to hoop 
the fabric before it’s altered. 


Step 2. Mark the Monogram 
Placement 


When worn, the sewn seam becomes the inseam and 
the monogram will be centered on the outside of the 
sock. Lay the two sleeves side by side on the table. 
Center the large target ruler on the upper portion 

of the sleeve and measure down 2/4” from top edge. 
Place a target sticker in the hole. 





Repeat for the other sock. Hoop the socks, one at a 
time, in a 4" x 4” hoop with tear-away stabilizer. Do 
not over stretch the knit fabric when placing in the 
hoop. 


Step 3. Embroider 

It is important to use a font that will not sink into the 
ribbed fabric. Select a “chunky” dense lettering that 
will stand up against the ribs. Size the monogram 

to 1.75" tall. Save and send it to the embroidery 
machine. Position the needle over the target sticker’s 
crosshair, remove before stitching. Place the water 
soluble stabilizer on top of knit fabric to keep the 
thread from sinking into fibers. Use the basting file 
to hold the water soluble stabilizer in place. Stitch 
the monogram on both boot socks; remove the 
basting stitches and excess stabilizer. 
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Step 4. Finish 

Try on each boot sock inside out. Mark with pins 
where any alteration should be. Make sure it is snug 
and will not fall down leg. 








Sew from the bottom ankle portion to the top along 
the raw edges with a 3.0 stitch. Trim excess fabric if 
needed and press the seam flat. Topstitch in pla 





Measure the width of the finished top edge and 
multiply by 1 4. Cut the stretch trim as calculated. 
Sew the trim into a circle, right sides together, to 
form a loop of trim. Add the stretch trim to the top 
edges of boot socks by placing the trim over the boot 
sock. Use a stretch stitch to sew in place, stretching 
the trim as needed to fit around top edge. 
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Hearts 


© enoot lou Songs 





Fun with Appliqué for 


Videntines 


With this issue centered 
on “back to the basics”, 

this project was created 
to show you appliqué in 
its basic form... 

and beyond! 


| love raw edge 
appliqué—_l love its ease, 
its versatility, its fun- 
quotient. With these 
features, it's the perfect 
technique to show how 
interesting it can be to 
take one design and add 
an appliqué in different 
ways. 


Embroidery 
Products 


Frilly Flowers 2, Loralie Designs, 
www.loraliedesigns.com 
Blazing Rose, The 
Queen, and Moonlight 
Sonata, Urban Threads, 
www.urbanthreads.com 
Perfect Embroidery Pro or other 
digitizing software 


By Katherine Artines * 


Materials 

Assorted black and white fabrics 
for background (blocks) 

‘4 yd. red organza 

Tear-away stabilizer 

Batting slightly larger than the 
finished block 

Optional: Craft Fuse, Pellon 805 
Wonder-Under", beads, buttons 

Rotary cutter, ruler, mat 


To refresh, here are the steps in a 
basic appliqué design: 


Color | is the placement stitch, 
sometimes called the appliqué 
position. It illustrates how large 
a piece of fabric you will need for 
the applique and where to place 
it. Make sure the applique fabric 
completely covers the stitching, 
preferably with an excess of 14" to 
4" beyond the stitching. 


Color 2 is the tackdown of the 
applique fabric. It anchors the 
appliqué fabric to the background 
fabric. This stitch could be a 
running stitch or narrow zig zag 
if the final outline stitch will be a 
satin stitch. 


After the completion of color 
2, trim away the excess fabric 
without snipping the tackdown 
stitches. 





Stitch the outline satin stitch 
and any remaining decorative 
stitching. 
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second color doubl 
tackdown and the 
stitch, It is often a bean stitch. 
Trimming of raw edge applique 
occurs after the color 2. It’s 

good idea to prepare appliqué 
pieces with a double-sided fusible 
web on the wrong side to prevent 
fraying, 

















My Personal 
Choices - 


You decide! 


The heart appliqué behind the 
Midnight Sonata heart is the 
only cotton fabric appliqué in 

the samples. The other appliqués 
are all organza which gives the 
over-all design a bit of a twist 
you can see through the appliqué 
fabric to the printed fabric behind 
it. Two layers of organza are used 
for each appliqué with no fusible 
web. The organza techniques are 
explained in detail at www.dzgns, 
com Click on Magazine/Current 
Issue. 











At the Computer 

It’s easy to add an appliqué shape 
to an existing design. Using the 
Outline tool in the software 

he shape with a 
specific distance from the original 
shape—one click! 


Adding Heart 
Appliqués 


Follow these steps in Perfect 
Embroidery Pro software 
whenever you add a heart to an 
existing design, (your software 
may call these features something 
different, but the concept will be 
the same). 





Click on Appliqué Shapes on 
top toolbar. Select the Heart01, 
It appears on the screen as an 
appliqué. Right click on the 
applique and select Convert To 
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Adorable machine embroidery designs. 


at great prices 


Use 
coupon code 
BFCDIME2 
and get 20% off 
your next order 
expires 
2-28-2015 


Sunflowers Handbag 





Run. Copy and paste the heart. 

In the properties box, change 

the stitch type to Two ply for the 
second heart. Click Apply. Use the 
corner handles to drag the design 
to the desired size. 





Change the sequence so that the 
first heart (the placement) is at 
the beginning of the sequence list; 
the second heart (the tackdown) 
is next, then the rest of the design 
follows. If there is more than one 
appliqué, then look at the logical 
steps—does the second appliqué 
need to be stitched before the 
remaining decorative stitching or 
does some decorative stitching 
need to be done before the second 
appliqué? Make the rest of the 
sequence based on your answers. 


The Remaining 
Blocks 


To add a red applique heart to 
Urban Threads’ Midnight Sonata 
design, simply create a heart 
appliqué (both placement and 
outline layers) smaller than the 
design’s satin heart, editing the 
points if necessary to follow the 
contour. Re-sequence. 





A small heart appliqué (both 
placement and outline layers) 


was added to Urban Threads’ 
The Queen design to completely 
cover the existing black heart on 
the card. Do not re-sequence this 
heart as you want it to stitch after 
the queen outline is finished. 








The block with words was 
as three separate text boxes with 
different fonts. Once the words 
were to my liking, a small heart 
appliqué (both placement and 
outline layers) was added to fit 
in the curve of the "s" and re- 
sequenced to stitch first. 


Embroidery 

For each design, determine which 
size hoop to prepare with tear- 
away stabilizer and background 
fabric. For all designs other than 
the Queen and the word block, 
the appliqué placement will stitch 
first. 


Several edits were made to each 
of the designs shown on the quilt. 
For complete instructions on 
manipulating these designs, go to 


www.DZGNS.com, Magazine and 
click on the current issue, 


Construction 

I began this article by just playing 
with appliqué, not knowing how 
the project would end. Once | 

had my designs created and I 
stitched one or two for practice, I 
returned to my layout trick that I 
have shared with you in previous 
articles: 


Layout Trick: Often when I 

am playing with layout, I use a 
blank screen in the software and 
merge all of the designs I want to 
use, making sure each design is 
grouped as it comes in. In this way, 
Tcan move the individual blocks 
around to decide on placement. 























bul 
@ 
ut 


Here's a follow-up trick to help 
with determining the cut size of 
each block: 


Print a full-size template of each 
design. Leave it on the full page. 
Place the designs in the position 
determined (or play some more!), 
folding some of the designs to lie 
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on top of the other pages. Tape in 
place. Once you have an overall 
square, draw in lines to represent 
the sashing and to establish the 
size of the block. 





Use a ruler to measure the 
height and width and write it 
on the block. When you cut out 
the actual embroidered design 
block, be sure to add 4" to both 
the length and the width to 
allow for 4" seam allowances. 
Cut sashing strips the necessary 
lengths by 1 14" wide to give a 
finished 1" sashing. This process 
will give you a good starting 
point for sizing your blocks. I 
cut only the three blocks on the 
left side with the corresponding 
sashing, sewed them together, 
and then re-measured for the 





remaining blocks based on this 
first component. I continued 
sewing and re-measuring until 
completed. 


Once layered, stitched in the 
ditch, and bound, I thought I was 
finished, However.......it needed 
dimension. So—one last appliqué! 
This time, asa free standing 
design. 








Create a 2" heart with just a bean 
outline stitch. Save it. Copy/Paste 
it and size down to 1 4" heart. 
Save it. At your machine, retrieve 
each heart multiple times to fill 
up your hoop leaving enough 
room around each heart, 











Cut two pieces of fabric (in 

this case, the red batik used 
previously) to fit in the hoop, 
preparing one with Craft Fuse 
interfacing on the wrong side and 
the other with Pellon 805 Wonder- 
Under®, fusible web on the wrong 
side (follow all manufacturer's 


instructions for fusing). Once 
both are cooled, remove the 
paper on the fusible web and 

fuse it to the Craft Fuse side of 
the fabric so that you now have 
one fabric piece, Hoop this piece 
without stabilizer, have both the 
upper thread and bobbin thread 
matching, and stitch all hearts. 
Remove from hoop and trim each 
at least 1/8" away from stitching. 


Position each large heart so its 
vertical center is on the binding 
seam, Stitch down the center 
using thread to match the heart 
so it doesn't show, 





Center a smaller heart on the 
larger and stitch down, Fold the 
hearts in half and press to have 
them stand out. Embellish with 
beads as desired. 

aon now it's finished! 
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Fabrics 


101 


Embroidering on 


Muslin 





fe 
By Deb Mundinger & 
Kenny Christopher 


Muslin is a staple in the 
sewing room; it’s a fabric 
with a long history, and 
great versatility. A light 
cotton fabric with a loose 
weave, muslin is most 
often found in solid, 
neutral colors. 


slin tends to be an inexpensive 
, SO it’s sometimes used 

to make sewing patterns or test 
garments. You'll see it used for 
linings in purses, totes, and 
apparel. Some quilters will use it 
as backing or lining for quilts and 
wall hangings. There's even a high 
thread count, premium muslin 
that’s referred to as “quilter's 
delight!” 








When embroidering on muslin, 
keep in mind that it’s lightweight 
and the lighter colors can be 
transparent. Choose designs 
that are simple, open, and light. 
Redwork, blackwork, bluework, 
toile, and vintage styles are all 
excellent choices. 


The first design that we'll work 
with is a bluework design. It’s a 
large design, but it’s simple with 
open areas. We'll test this with a 
piece of cut-away stabilizer. 








You can see that the embroidery 
looks beautiful, but the light- 
colored muslin is so tr 
that the cut-away stabi 
seen from the front. If the muslin 
will be hanging in front of a light 
source (like a window), then 

using tear-away would be a better 
choice. And, as long as we're 
working with simple, light, and 
‘open designs, tear-away stabilizer 
should be sufficient to support the 
fabric. 








Next we'll embroider a light-and- 
sheer floral design onto muslin 
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with tear-away. We're using a 
sharp sewing needle to make 

the smallest perforations in the 
tear-away stabilizer. That helps 
to preserve the integrity of the 
stabilizer, Embroidery needles 
have larger, rounded tips, so we 
use sharp sewing needles for best 
results. 





After tearing the stabilizer away, 
there’s nothing showing through 
le. When it’s in 
front of a light source, it'll look 
fantastic. This is ready to become 
an easy-breezy curtain, with 
colorful embroidery. 











Earlier we mentioned that lighter 
colors can be transparent. As a 
test, we embroidered the design 
‘onto an aqua-colored muslin with 
cut-away stabilizer. 





The stabilizer didn’t show 
through the front at all. If you're 
finding that a tear-away stabilizer 
just isn’t sturdy enough for your 
project, then consider using a 
darker or brighter color of muslin 
to hide the stabilizer from the 
front. 





Finally, we'll work with a more 
complex design, Out-of-the-Blue 
Flower Square has open areas on 
the outer edges, but the petals and 
leaves are filled in with stitches. 
When working with these types 


of designs, a cut-away stabilizer 
will work the best to support the 
fabric. Cut-away works to prevent 
puckering, and also to ensure 
excellent alignment of the stitches. 





The results look great. The cut- 
away stabilizer is visible from 
the front, but if this piece was 
used in making a pillow cover or 
quilt block (nothing in front of a 
light source), then the stabilizer 
wouldn't be visible at all. 


BB 


— Tip ‘s------ 


Design choice: Muslin is a 
light and loosely-woven 
fabric, so choose designs 
that are light, open, and 
airy. 





Stabilizer: When working 
with simple designs, 
choose tear-away 
stabilizer. If a design has 
solid fills, choose cut- 
away. (medium weight, 2.5 
ounce) 


Needle: A small, sharp 
sewing needle (size |!) 
makes crisp and clean 
looking stitches. 





Deb Mundinger, President, and Kenny 
Christopher, Vice President, are two savvy 
stitchers from Embroidery Library, Inc 
more than 30 years of 
experience working with muslin, as well 
asa variety of other fabrics. Visit their 
website at www.emblibrary.com. 








Designs featured: 
Art Nouveau Bluebonnet 
(Bluework) 
Breathtaking Bluebonnets 
Out-of-the-Blue Flower Square 
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Heat 
Ret 


Over the next several issues, Great Scout! will extoll 
the virtues, features, 
embroidery sewing machines, 














How Do I Love Thee... 


Janome 


Janome’s heritage results from the marriage 
two cultures, In 1862, when sewing machine 
design was in its infancy, the New England 
Single Thread Sewing Machine was produced 
(Lam trying to imagine their web: 
thenewenglandsinglethreadsewingmachine.com). 
Later their Home Shuttle model gained popularity. 

In the 1880s, the company brilliantly blended the 

two names into the New Home Sewing Machine 
Company, producing foot-operated treadle machines, 
sold throughout America. Technology progressed 

as homes electrified and many families relied on the 
New Home brand for their home sewing needs, 











Ina parallel universe, the Pine Sewing Machine 
Company was founded in Japan, circa 1921, As 
machine designers abandoned the long shuttle 
bobbin design in favor of quieter and faster round 
bobbin styles, their bobbin design shape reminded 
the boss of a snake eye design that appears iconically 
on parasols and other objects, which led to the name 
Janome (eye of the snake). 


In 1960, Janome purchased the American-based New 
Home Sewing Machine Company. The New Home 
name continued through their first electronic model, 
Memory Craft 7. During the mid 1990's, in the style 
of Datsun/Nissan, Janome chose one international 
name for their product. 





and benefits of all major brands of 





Scott Goodman, owner of Sewing Machine Warehouse & Kneedle. 
com has been servicing the sewing public since 1976. 


Janome has earned a special place in my heart 
because they were the first company to offer a viable 
home embroidery machine. 


Janome is the first sewing machine company 

to truly embrace WiFi and iOS. Their flagship 
model, Horizon Memory Craft 15000, is the first 
WiFi certified sewing machine that can connect 
wirelessly, to your PC or iOS device (iPad, iPhone). 
This machine is LARGE. with 11 inches to the right 
of the needle and 6 inches of supporting surface to 
the left. The Horizon series is capable of 9mm wide 
stitching. The Memory Craft 15000 embroidery field 
is abundant, at 9.1 by 11.8 inches. You command 

the sewing machine via an oversized, multi-function, 
dual-pedal, foot control. The display is grand, 
measuring 9 diagonal inches. 











magically reveals from a 
decorative trim element 
on the left side,and offers 
bright LED lighting where 
you need it most. AcuFeed 
Flex is Janome’s integrated 
even-feed system that 
works in conjunction with 
several special-purpose 
feet for perfect results on A 
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challenging materials and thick quilt sandwiches, 
The feature list is impressive and too bountiful 
to enumerate, but I am always impressed by the 
little things, like direct stitch-number input when 
returning from embroiderus interuptus. 





Slowly but surely, we are trending away from desk 
and laptop computers as we embrace tablets and 
other portable devices, | am actually writing this 
article on an iPad. Janome is fully supporting this 
trend with three awesome iOS applications that you 
can download (some are free) through the Apple’s 
App Store. 


Janome AcuMonitor lets 

you keep tabs on your 

embroidery project in real 

time anywhere in your WiFi v 

realm, You can see your 

projects progress by numeric cos.g04 
itch count, graphic spool 

slider and virtual visual design sew out. The virtual 

Horizon will advise the next thread color and notify 

you of thread breaks and design completion. Need a 

close-up view? AcuMonitor understands typical iPad 

pinch or squeeze gestures. 


yl 









© © Janome AcuEdit runs on 
your iPad and is a full- 
featured, design editing 
program that mimics 
the screen on Janome’s 
Memory Craft 15000, 
while accessing built-in 
fonts, and designs, even 
devices plugged into the 
USB ports. This intuitive 
design editing program lets 
you move, rotate, combine, 
resize, mirror, flip, copy and paste. Monogramming 
and lettering tools are built in, 








Janome AcuDesign will 
import and export from 
an existing library of 500 
included designs plus 
your own designs using 
Dropbox. Resize designs 
with automatic stitch 
density adjustment. Mirror, 
add-move-delete stitches, 
ae copy-paste-delete objects. 
Eig o: lees] and Auto-fit into your 
hoop. AcuDesign Imports 
and converts most popular design formats and 
can save across Apple devices with iCloud sync. 
AcuDesign’s graphic user interface whimsically 
portrays a virtual embroidery foot and hoop as 
your sew out is represented in 3-D. It even makes 
a sewing sound that changes as you slide the speed 
control from tortoise to hare. More whimsey? Stitch 
blocks are portrayed as cards, held on a clothesline 
with clothespins and make a satisfying click sound 
when you remove a block for stitch block reordering. 
While this app was designed with Janome’s 
MC1S5000 in mind, it should work on any brand 
embroidery machine with a type-a USB slot and 
Maxell’s AirStash WiFi enabled USB drive. 


val: 

















Janome produces a wide array of sewing machines, 
from the entry-level Hello Kitty (Kawaii, ne?), 
multi-needle 4-thread embroidery machines, quilting 
machines and more. There is much to love about the 
Janome brand. 
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Deborah jones’ 
Ask The Expert 


Critiquing Your Work: A guide to creating your best embroidery 


This is an ongoing series of columns about dig 


It's happened to everyone that puts a needle 
in fabric — sometimes the results aren't 
exactly what you had hoped for. Use your 
misfires to help improve your embroidery. 


First, let's agree on an overarching concept 
for improving your embroidery based on 
your less-than-perfect work. My father was 

a tailor who created western wear that used 
lots of embroidery. He had manual machine 
operators for many years and imported 
some of the first automated multi-head 
embroidery machines in the 1960s. | heard 
him say many times, “We'll do something if 
we do it wrong.” That made a big impression 





izing and editing using embroidery software. 


on me because | interpreted it to mean that 
nothing will change if we don't create the 
change by doing something different. There's 
a famous quote attributed to Albert Einstein 
that states: “Insanity: doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting different 
results.” 


So here's how to get started with evaluating 
your work, First, define what it is that you 
don't like. Is the lettering too skinny? Outlines 
off-track? Background showing through? 
Puckering? Whatever the symptom, we're 
out to find the cause. 


The Variables 


There are several variables that 
can inferior embroidery. 
The main ones are 

1, Data (Design) 

2. Fab 

3. Stabilizer 

4, Needle 

5, Hooping or holding method or 

technique 








If we can identify and modify the 
proper variable, we're well on the 
way to making better embroidery. 
We will examine these variables 
in detail in this issue and in the 
next issue, Because data is often 
a factor, and can lead to multiple 
symptoms, we will examine it in 
depth in this issue, and cover the 
remaining variables in the next 
issue. 


Data (Design) 
Density 


Too much density (too many 
stitches) could be the problem if 
a) the design seems thick or stiff 
in comparison to the hand of the 
fabric b) fabric is puckering c) 
stretchy fabric seems “pushed”. 
Density may be too light if the 
fabric shows through the stitches. 


When fill stitches are dense 
enough to push the fabric 
outward, you may see that the 
outline is not on track with the 
edges of the fill stitches. When fill 
stitches push fabric out of shape, 
running stitch or satin stitch 
outlines will be placed inside the 
stitch object where the perimeter 
should be. 


Controlling densities in your 
embroidery software is one of 
the most valuable skills that 

you can learn. It’s a good work 
habit to give the file a different 
working name before you begin 
any editing, Understanding 
which direction to dial the 
numbers that represent density 
values can turn your embroidery 
around completely. There is 

no ideal density for all fabrics, 
and different software systems 
measure and express density 
values in different ways. Some 
software measures the distance 
between the stitches, called stitch 
spacing. Others measure the 
actual density of stitches. In any 
case, a simple test will show you 
how to manipulate the density 
value in your software. 
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Here are two examples of how the 
density settings dialog may be displayed 
in your software. In many software 
packages, 4.0 or 40 is the default setting. 


Open a simple design, like the 
fill stitch circle with a satin stitch 
outline. 


Download a FREE test design 
available at dzgns.comand 
click on Magazine/Current 


After opening in your software, 
write down the stitch count. 
Select the fill stitch portion of 
the design, Find the Dialog Box 
in your software that allows you 
to change the density. In most 
embroidery software, you will 
use a higher number for fewer 
stitches and a lower number for 
more stitches. Change the value 
and look at the stitch count. How 
does it compare with the original 
stitch count that you wrote down? 
Checking the stitch count before 
and after certain editing exercises 
is another good work habit. 


Underlay 

The stitches that are laid before 
the stitches that form the 

final layer are called underlay. 
Underlay builds up embroidery, 
giving it added richness and 
dimension, But an even more 
important reason for underlay 

is to tack the face fabric to the 
stabilizer, greatly reducing the 
potential for fabric shifting. 
Underlay enhances the role of the 
stabilizer and if a design doesn’t 
have it, you should probably add 
some. Absence of underlay allows 
fill stitches to push lightweight 
fabrics, sometimes trapping a 
bubble of fabric that can’t be 
covered where two fill sections 
meet. 


Using the same design, the fill 
stitch circle with satin outline, 
add some underlay. Depending on 
your software, you may be able 

to add underlay to the fill stitch 
area automatically, or you may 
have to do it semi-automatically 
or manually. Here’s how to do it 
each way. 


Automatically 

If you are working with a file 
that is native to your software 
(created in your software) 

you can probably add the 
underlay automatically. Select 
the stitch object, and access 
the Properties dialog box to 
select an appropriate underlay 
type. Usually, only underlay 
appropriate for that stitch type 
will be active, and other types will 
be grayed out. 


Semi-Automatically 
If you are working with a stitch 
file that has an extension for a 
machine format, such as .pes, 
exp, vip and so on, you can use 
the semi-automatic method. To 
use the semi-automatic method, 
select the fill stitch object — the 
circle. 

1. Copy the object (Windows® 
keyboard command CTRL 
Cc). 

2. Paste the object over the 
original (Windows® keyboard 
command CTRL V). 

3. Change the density to be very 
light and change the stitch 
direction to be opposite from 
the top fill layer. This may be 
challenging or impossible in 
some software or with certain 
objects. Symmetrical objects, 
like circles and squares may 
simply be rotated to the 
opposite direction. 

4. Resize to be slightly smaller 
than the original. 

5. Move the new layer to stitch 
before the top layer. This can 
often be done dragging the 
selected object to the new 
location in the Sequence view 
or Film Strip view. 








Manually 

To add underlay manually to a fill 
stitched object, you can select the 
complex fill tool in your software 
and digitize the shape just inside 
the object perimeter, Use a light 
density setting and place your 
stitches perpendicular to the 
stitch direction in the top layer, 
Or, you can select the manual 
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stitch tool and digitize a path 
by clicking lines to create rows 
of manual stitches, tacking the 
fabric to the stabilizer. 


Stitch Lengths 


This may be the issue if you see 
underlay stitches popping out from 
your embroidery, particularly in 
curved areas of satin stitches, A 
few years ago I had a revelation — 
all stitches are straight, So, if there 
are long underlay stitches under 

a curved satin stitched area, it’s 
inevitable that some of the under- 
stitching will pop out. To fix this 
problem, select the object, find 
the stitch length dialog box for 
running stitches and decrease the 
stitch length slightly. 


Notice how the shorter stitch length in 
the bottom example hugs the curve more 
closely. 


Pull compensation settings could 
help an outline that’s off track. 
This is a common problem on 
stretchy fabrics. Of course, as 
mentioned previously, underlay 
is needed to tack the fabric to the 
proper stabilizer. Proper density 
is necessary also. Even with 
proper density and underlay, fill 
stitches often pull a soft fabric 
inward. If your outline is off 
track from the main object, and 
you believe you have appropriate 
underlay and density, you may 
need to apply new settings to the 
Pull Compensation to counteract 
the push or pull of the stitches on 
the fabric. 


You may be tempted to edit 
the outline rather than the fill 
stitched object. That solution 
may be practical for a small area 
ona running stitch outline, but 
generally it’s the fill stitch object 
that should be edited using the 
Pull Compensation feature. 
Locate the Pull Compensation 
feature in your software and 
select the type of compensation 
you want to use. This is another 
area where testing and evaluating 
is the key to gaining a clear 
understanding of the effects of 
these settings. Begin by using 
small increments, stitching out 
the resulting files. 





Fill stitches of the appropriate density 
pulled this soft fabric inward. If cutaway 
stabilizer was used, the next step in 
troubleshooting is to increase the Pull 
Compensation value in your software. 


I hope that these ideas are a 
jumping-off point for getting 
more familiar with your editing 
software. 


In the next issue, we'll look at the 
remaining variables, 
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BFC Creations 
wow. bfc-creations.com 
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www.embroiderthis.com 

EmbroiderThis.com is the name you trust for Unique Gifts, Fine Linens, 
and Blanks for Machine Embroidery! Over 300 Free Designs for 
immediate download! Enjoy 10% off your next order from Embroider 
This! with coupon code DZ90. Coupon expires 4/30/15! Use coupon 
code DZ90 when placing your order for fine linens and embroidery 
supplies on www.embroiderthis.com. 





= Bz 
As 
Zippy Designz 


www.dzgns.com \ 
www.zippydesignz.com 


DOWNLOAD THESE FREE DESIGNS ONLINE AT 


www.dzgns.com/collections/free-embroidery-designs 
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Designs’ Details 











DOWNLOAD THIS 
Searas, Sew Special FREE DESIGN NOW! 
Get 20% off of your next purchase of 1) “like us on 
$40.00 or more 2 facebook 
Use Coupon Code love2sew Tebruary To download this design go to our 
<avwww.sewspecial.com facebook page and like us! 


CCswot Embridery & Design and More # Cotectons Projects, Cases {___http://www.facebook.com/machinecrossstitch 


Cross Stitch Embroidery Designs 
www.machinecrossstitch.com 
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Heirloom Quilt Book 
By Kandi L. Christian 


opy now! 


www.SewTimeless.com 
(877) 870-6961 
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Inside this 88-page book, machine embroidery expert Eileen Roche teaches you the 
secrets to creating gorgeous crazy quilt blocks using the flip-and-stitch technique. 
‘Once you've mastered that, you'll eam how to step up your blocks by adding 
‘embroidery designs and embellishments. 





Six projects, including.a pillow, wall hanging, and three in-the-hoop bags, give 
you the perfect opportunity to practice your blocks and experiment with different 
embroidery designs and trims. Plus the accompanying CD includes all the files you 
need to get started! 
+ Three different crazy quilt blocks with decorative stitching 
+ Twelve embroidery designs to use on your blocks 
+ Three in-the-hoop projects 


‘And to take your designs even further, this book includes instructions for creating 
your own crazy quilt blocks using My Quilt Embellisher software. Follow thesteps in 


the book and watch the video on the CD to learn everything you need to know. ee 


Cuagy Quilting 





Embroidery 


with Your Embroidery Machine ee eee: 
by Eileen Roche EXP, HUS, JEF, 


PES, VIP, VP3 





I started out with the N and rotated it to create a Z. 





Then I started playing with angles. 1 like the idea 

of being able to read NZ horizontally and vertically. 
When I think of Nancy, I think of her beautiful 
landscape quilts. T added some greenery to the 
design. This is a built-in design with the software! 





(ml 





When I consider Nancy's qualities, I think of 
elegance. The addition of the dots reminds me 
of pearls and when stitched on pale pink linen it 
completes the look. 
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Denise’s Tips 


letters in a new perspective, Try rotating 
naging the letters to see what happens 
ler the recipient. What embroidery font 
uits their personality best? Are there 
additional design elements that can be added t0 
enhance the design? 





I was having so much fun with repetition and 
pattern, I decided to make a border with Nancy's 
initials. | am rather pleased that you can still read 
her initials horizontally and vertically. The use of 
the triangles separates the letters and also directs the 
eyes. 











Now you give it a try! Select some initials to work 
with, open your favorite embroidery software and 
have fun! 






stitch something different 
‘ www.urbanthreads.com 
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